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he planned what was termed a Regatta, to which all the
gentlemen of the neighbourhood who kept boats were
invited. The whole were to assemble at the foot of his
Lordship's terrace, from thence in procession (the order
of moving being previously arranged) drop gently down
with the stream to Hampton Court, in the garden of which
an elegant collation was prepared in tents put up for the
occasion. After remaining there till towards sunset, they
were to pull up again to his seat, where a magnificent
dinner awaited them, with fireworks and superb illumina-
tions, the night to conclude with a Ball. This Entertain-
ment we determined to partake of, as far as with propriety
and civility we could ; and having heard and seen the
costly preparations the noble host had made for the re-
ception of his party, we agreed at least not to disgrace the
cavalcade we intended to accompanjr. We accordingly
had our cutter entirely new dressed and fitted up. She
was painted of a bright azure blue, with gold mouldings
and ornaments, the oars and every article finished in the
same way, richly embellished with aquatic devices. The
awning was of the same colour, in silk, as were the dresses
of the eight rowers, the jackets and trousers being trimmed
with an uncommonly neat spangle and foil lace, and made
easy, so that we could row perfectly well in them. We
wore black round hats with very broad gold bands, and small
bright blue cockades in front. The ensign was of richest
silks ; under the awning we had capital French horns
and clarinets, the performers being dressed exactly like
the rowers.

We sent the cutter, covered with matting, by West
Country barge to Walton, where we assembled in the
morning of the day of the entertainment, and having
equipped ourselves at the inn close to the bridge, we started
from thence to attend the Regatta. The novelty, as well
as the splendour of our appearance, drew every eye upon
us, and we undoubtedly made a very showy and brilliant
figure, far surpassing any one of the boats in the proces-
sion. We pulled what is called the Man of war's stroke.